

















BUSINESS BEAT

PRO TEXT Business Management News & Issues

Out-of-country travel insurance

I by Dan Reith

Planning a vacation to a tropical is-
land or a road trip state side?
Thoughts of extending a business trip
or are the children travelling for a
school trip or sports team south of
the border or to Europe? If so, take
the time to put the proper provisions
in place before leaving Canada so
you are prepared for the unforeseen
and unexpected emergencies and ac-
cidents that can and do happen.

Preparation is key to a safe and suc-
cessful trip! Aside from carrying your
passport, traveller’s cheques and the
right wardrobe, remember to pack
your travel insurance documents.
Don't rely solely on what you think
you may have for coverage through
your group benefits at work. Before
departure, contact the group plan ad-
ministrator and clarify exactly what
coverage is available for out-of-
Canada medical coverage, including
emergency transportation and repa-
triation expenses. You may not need
to purchase a separate policy, and
you can purchase additional coverage
to top up or add to an existing plan.
It is also important to investigate the
limitations, if any, that your insurer
may have for pre-existing conditions.

S wwwmyimradio.ca

116 Edward Street, St. ;i'homé;

Additional coverage may be required
to protect you or a family member.
(Editor’s Note: For Members and/or
employees enrolled in the national
Chambers of Commerce Group
Plan, there is extensive out-of-
country/out-of-province coverage in-
cluded in your plan. For details, call
the national Chamber service line at
1-800-663-0805.)

Telfer International Consultants
Inc., international medical insurance
specialists, suggests some reasons
why travel insurance is an essential
part of any family’s travel plan:

* Accidents or illness can happen to
anyone at anytime—an unguarded
moment or exposure to a harmful
virus.

* Some American hospitals will not
admit unless you have insurance or
can pay upfront regardless of your
medical condition.

* You cannot take Medicare for
granted when working outside
Canada, even for short periods. The
Ontario Government Health Plan
(OHIP) will foot only a portion of
the bills.

* Your OHIP coverage may termi-
nate after you have lived outside of
Canada for a prolonged period of
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time.

* With certain exceptions, when
you return to Canada there will be a
wait of up to three months before
you can benefit from OHIP after a
prolonged absence outside Canada.

* A comprehensive travel insurance
plan can help you leave a country, at
no extra cost, in the event of a major
medical emergency for which local
facilities are unable to deal with.

* Travelling to a country with war
or civil unrest may require specialized
coverage to ensure full protection.

* Extended vacations may not be
covered by a group plan due to plan
limitations.

* Certain high-risk activities (scuba,
parachuting, rock climbing) can be

excluded from group plan travel cov-
erage, therefore you must ensure
your coverage meets the possible risk
of any activity on your itinerary.

* Much of the coverage we take for
granted in Canada is not available
abroad.

Travel insurance today can be pur-
chased for annual terms with maxi-
mum per trip exposure; or short
single trip coverage can be obtained.
Policies can allow for certain cover-
age to be bought as a means to top
up what you may already have. Make
sure your family vacation is as enjoy-
able as you plan and hope for by re-
viewing your out-of-country medical
coverage carefully and seeking the
advice of a trained advisor before you
leave the country. Once you land at
your destination it is too late to buy
the coverage.

This column appears regqularly in
Business Beat and has feen submitted
by Dan Reith, BA(Hons) CAIB,
Principal Broker, Reith & Associates
Insurance and Financial Services
Limited. Questions and comments on
this column are welcomed by the
writer at 519-631-3862 or via
email: info@reithandassociates.com
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RECOVERY & DATA ARCHIVING

Secure & Fully Automated
Increased IT Efficiency
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Call for your FREE trial!

St. Thomas, ON N5R 6A1
Phone: (519)633-8903

Toll Free: 1-866-855-2855
sales@quantumrbs.ca

519-631-7960

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

Disbrowe team deliver to myFM a new Disbrowe
Cruzer — the all new 2012 compact 7 seater
Chevrolet Orlando. Visit www.stthomastoday.ca to
book the Cruzer for your next event.

Depend on

Disbrowe

CHEVROLET + BUICK + GMC + CADILLAC CANADAw

www.disbrowe.com
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NEW MEMBERS Welcome To The Chamber Network

The St. Thomas & District Chamber
of Commerce is pleased to welcome
the following businesses and indi-
viduals as our newest Members.
The staff and management of the
organizations shown below were
accepted as registered Members
from December 15, 2011 to
January 15, 2012.

Accounting With You

405 - 300 South Edgeware Road

St. Thomas, ON N5P 4L1

Phone: 519-633-7597 ext. 405

Fax: 519-633-5139

Email: gail@accountingwithyou.com
Website: www.accountingwithyou.com
Contact: Ms. Gail Dennis, Prosperity
Coach

Buyer's Guide Categories: Accounting
Services; Financial Services; Investment
Services; Tax Services

Products & Services: Experienced in ac-
counting, payroll, income tax and finan-
cial planning. Accounting experience in
various industries enables this firm to
learn your business specifics quickly, as
well as how to best track your informa-
tion through record keeping and statistics

handling. A Financial Planner able to an-
alyze financial needs in the present and
future, including long-term retirement
and estate planning. An Income Tax Pro-
fessional able to advise on best practices
tax strategies and prepare income tax re-
turns for mailing or e-file.

London Hotel & Suites

855 Wellington Road

London, ON N6E 3N5

Phone: 519-668-7900

Fax: 519-668-7923

Website: www.londonhotelandsuites.com
Contact: Ms. Lynn Walker, Marketing
Buyer's Guide Categories: Accommoda-
tions, Banquet Facilities

Products & Services: Discover true hospi-
tality the moment you arrive at the Lon-
don Hotel & Suites. Ideally located near
downtown and minutes from the 401,
the London Hotel & Suites is one of the
leading London Ontario hotels. At the
end of the day settle into one of their
144 spacious guestrooms and

suites which include such welcome
amenities as high-speed Internet access,
dual-line telephones, data ports, refriger-
ators, coffee makers, hair dryers and
iron/ironing boards. Select suites include
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INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL
SERVICES LIMITED

It's always better
to be part of a group.

Call today to find out about your group discount!

Preferred group rates on your home and auto insurance.

Savings:

» 15% discount on each car
if you have 2 or more cars

* 15% discount on your car
when you combine your
home with us

claims-free, mortgage-free

* More discounts like mature,

a microwave and Jacuzzi tubs.

Just step outside the front door and Lon-
don's world class attractions &

activities are minutes away including: the
University of Western Ontario, Fanshawe
College, John Labatt Centre, and London
Health Science Centre, East Park Family
Fun Centre, Story Book Gardens and Ad-
ventures on Wonderland making it one
of the city's most convenient hotels.

Milles, Tony — Mortgage Consultant

3 =9 Princess Avenue

St. Thomas, ON N5R 3V3

Phone: 519-207-8669

Fax: 519-488-4734

Email: tony@omac.ca

Website: www.omacstthomas.com
Contact: Mr. Tony Milles, Mortgage
Consultant

Buyer's Guide Category: Mortgages
Products & Services: With more than 14
years experience in financial services,
Tony brings a wealth of insight and in-
depth knowledge to help individuals and
their families enjoy home ownership. As
an Accredited Mortgage Professional, he
will determine your specific mortgage fi-
nancing requirements, negotiate with the
lenders on your behalf, get you the most

Unique Features:

* Novex Assistance

« my home & auto™

« Responsible Driver Guarantee ©
e 24/7 Claims Service Guarantee
« myname °© Identity Theft

« Assistance Plus

Go online to www.ReithandAssociates.com
and click on the Chamber logo, or
call 519.631.3862 and ask for
Brian Helmer exT 223 or Crystal Underhill ExT 234

INSURANCE

and non-smoker
» No interest or service charges
on our monthly payment plan

Novex Group Insurance.
You belong™

competitive rates and will offer you the
widest choice of mortgage options.

He will counsel you on credit and mort-
gage qualifications, offer efficient and
highly personalized service and help you
every step of the way. The good news is
that there is no cost to you for his serv-
ices for standard mortgage financing —
the selected lender pays OMAC to source
the mortgage. You benefit from his ac-
cess to a long list of lenders, market
knowledge, exceptional negotiation skills
as well as Tony's commitment to highly
personalized service.

Stork Club Big Band Museum

& Hall of Fame

302 Bridge Street

Port Stanley, ON N5L 1C3

Phone: 519-854-1646

Website: www.musicmemories.ca
Contacts: Mr. John Robinson, President;
Ms. Cynthia O'Neil, Director; Penny
Crichton, Program Manager

Buyer's Guide Category: Agencies

& Associations

Products & Services: The Stork Club Big
Band Museum is a multi-faceted not-for-
profit organization committed to commu-
nicating messages and stories about the
aspects of our community's cultural her-
itage, which was epitomized by the Port
Stanley Stork Club. They will inform, ed-
ucate and entertain the general public
about Big Band music, the Dance Hall
phenomenon in Ontario and, in particu-
lar, the fond memories so many residents
from our area have of the Port Stanley
Stork Club.

Uffen Management Systems & Support
10138 Lynhurst Park Drive

St. Thomas, ON N5R 2E7

Phone: 519-488-1425

Fax: 519-488-1767

Email: info@uffen.com

Website: www.uffen.com

Contact: Mr. Ted Uffen, President
Buyer's Guide Category: Management
Consulting

Products & Services: Uffen Management

NOVEX Group

Systems & Support offers implementa-
tion, maintenance and training related to
1ISO9001, TS16949, 1SO13485,
1SO18000, and ISO22000/HAACP.

Driver are regi

Brought to you by ING Novex Insurance Company of Canada. Certain conditions and restrictions apply. ™you belong is a trademark of ING Novex Insurance Company of Canada. ™my home & auto, my name and
i of ING Insurance Company of Canada used under license. The ING (lion) is a registered trademark of ING Groep NV used under license.

save 3.5¢/litre

Chamber members qualify for ESso’s
Direct Billing Program; you pay

3.5¢ off the posted retail pump price
whenever you fuel up.

You may also get a convenient, detailed
monthly invoice and also qualify for

Wellington Road
at St. George St.
519-633-0002

Lynhurst
ESSO & Variety

Speedpass®. For an application, contact:

- Delicious, Fresh

Baked Goods like

no other!

- Parties

-Weddings

-Anniversaries

-Meetings
8&45 -Any Special Occasion

24 FirstAve., St. Thomas - 519-633-0040

kathyscatering@sympatico.ca

“Repairing Electric Motors Since 1976”

THE

- M 0]'0 H M A“ Mark St Martin
vl 11 Manitoba St. - St. Thomas, On. N5P 279

‘We [keep)yourmotor running!
« Electric Motor Repairs & Sales

* Rewinds, Coils, & Custom Windings

* Repairs to all makes & models of pumps
* Brake & Clutch Coil Rewinds

mark@themotorman.ca
519-637-8500

Serving the Commercial, industrial,
Residential and Agricuitural Markets.
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